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At the last ministerial session in November 1961 much was said about the 
trade problems and difficulties confronting less-developed countries in their 
efforts to fight poverty, hunger and disease and to raise the standards of 
living of their people. I woul, therefore, wish to associate myself with 
what my colleague from the United Arab Republic has just said. Endorsement 
of the recommendations on the action programme of the less-developed countries 
and, in particular, Nigeria's proposal of duty-free entry for tropical products 
would be no more than giving effect to the Conclusions of Ministers at their 
said meeting of November 1961. 

Nigeria endorses the report of the Special Study Group and urges that the 
recommendation with regard to tea and hardwoods be implemented by December 1963-

Other products should be investigated as a matter of urgency. In particular, 
we wish, in the case of vegetable oils to emphasize that we are concerned with 
the oils and seeds from under-developed tropical countries: oilseeds from 
developed countries are not included. 
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We cannot agree that preferences which discriminate against less-
developed countries are essential to development of those they favour. 
They create artificial conditions which give a false sense of well-being 
to some. It would be better to eliminate preferences which affect the 
majority of the under-developed countries. This would enable alternative 
arrangements to be negotiated. 

In the oase of tea and hardwood it seems clear from the report that 
duty-free entry on these commodities would present no problems and should 
be endorsed for action by governments at this meeting. 

Cocoa 

We also would welcome for approval by Ministers a commodity agreement 
approach recommended for cocoa. This should be negotiated expeditiously. 
We believe that duty-free entry can be achieved if such an agreement takes 
care of: 

(a) Prices 

(b) Supply and demand problems 

(c) Internal taxes and other measures affecting consumption; and 

(d) any other prerequisites that will meet the other problems 
of my colleagues from Africa and Malagasy. 

Meanwhile until these recommendations are implemented, the standstill 
provision should be maintained to prevent any further deterioration from the 
present situation. 

The endorsement of these recommendations by the advanced and industrialized 
countries would go a long way to assure us that GATT can be adapted to meet 
the needs of under-developed countries. 

I agree with what you said in your opening speech a moment ago that the 
success or failure of the proposed trade negotiation would depend on the 
major industrial countries who are parties to the General Agreement. We 
believe that the expansion of the trade of less-developed countries also 
depends on them. 

The less-developed countries constitute 80 per cent of the world 
population and I do sincerely hope that these industrialized countries 
will rise to the occasion and not allow their personal and private interests 
to blind them to this responsibility. 
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